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A DAY TO REMEMBER ... 5o suseun sus

On a sunny Friday afternoon, a few dozen Chinese
American veterans gathered at the museum to enjoy a
scrumptious repast in the company of old friends. This
year, a few veterans of recent American conflicts shared
stories and experiences with the iconic Chinatown
figures of an earlier generation who fought in World
War II.

Two active duty servicemen in the U.S. Navy, Captain
Joker Lee Jenkins and Lt. Commander Arthur Fong,
book ended curator of Chinese American history and
WWII merchant mariner Murray Lee’s talk about the
U.S. Navy Yangtze River Patrol in the 1930s. Captain
Jenkins reminded the crowd that Veterans Day
originated as Armistice Day, celebrated by the victor
nations of WWI in commemoration of the end of what was then known as the Great War. Today, the United
States is the only nation that has extended this holiday to include veterans of all wars. And Commander
Fong emphasized the respect he and other modern servicemen have for the earlier generations who flew in
planes without pressurized cabins and endured without so many of the conveniences today’s warriors take
for granted.

The effects of WWII on Chinese Americans have been well documented, but many are unaware that the
U.S. Navy patrolled the Yangtze River in the 1930s. This engagement between the U.S. military and early
Republic of China had a profound influence on the lives of many early Chinese Americans. Indeed, Murray
revealed how two local veterans’ families first arrived in the United States as a result of their fathers” work
for the U.S. Navy during this period.

While Chinese warlords fought each other for supremacy and imperial Japan threatened invasion, U.S.
Navy ships patrolled the Yangtze River to protect American interests. Many young Chinese men enlisted
to serve on these American vessels, and some of them were able to use this connection to move to the
United States and eventually gain American citizenship. Among these lucky few were Jimmy How and
Chun Yue Hwa. The former served in the American armed forces until his death in 1955, but not before
fathering a son, John Howo, who would serve as a US Marine Lt. Col. in Vietnam. Chun Yun Hwa served on
multiple ships before being captured by the Japanese when they invaded the Philippines. After suffering in
the Bataan Death March and being denied compensation because he was not yet an American citizen, Hwa
eventually settled and raised his family in Coronado. His son, Nanson Hwa would become the first Chinese
American diver for the U.S. Army as well as an active member of the museum and San Diego’s Chinese
American community.

No one would deny the inherent evils of armed

conflict, but it is refreshing to remember the lasting
bonds and social progress forged in the furnace of war.
Just as enlisting in the Navy allowed a few Chinese men
access to the United States, service in the military earned
Chinese Americans social and political rights, and the
GI Bill helped them to elevate their economic status.
And even though all too many soldiers never return
from any battlefield, an incomparable bond is formed
among the survivors. And for all of these reasons and
more, we thank these veterans for their profound
service and sacrifice that many of us will never fully
understand. - AS

Group photo of the veterans at the 16th Annual Veterans
Day Luncheon.

The San Diego Chinese Historical Society & Museum is funded
in part by the Cily of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture
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ear Friends and Supporters of the San Diego
Chinese Historical Museum,

It is the season to be jolly and to give thanks,
and I hope you all had a wonderful holiday
season!  The recent exhibition of Chinese
minority costumes and jewelry has drawn so
many visitors and is indeed a rare treat. We thank
Dr. James Kemp for his generous donation of
such a wonderful collection of valuable pieces of
art. I am looking forward to the exhibit lecture,
Interweaving Traditions: A Last Look at the
Chinese Minority Costumes Exhibit, on January
14, 2012 presented by the museum’s education
coordinator, Alex Stewart.

I had the honor of joining a group of veterans

. San Diego Chinese Historical
to celebrate the Veterans Day luncheon in the  Society and Museum Board

museum’s lovely garden. It was so great to greet  President Lilly Cheng

so many veterans and some of their families

during such a memorable day. This year marked the ten-year anniversary of
9/11. Our veterans and the men and women on active duty deserve our respect
and admiration.

At the Asian Film Festival, a few of us had a chance to meet the lovely Nancy
Kwan who played the leading role in the movie, “The World of Susie Wong”. She
received the Lifetime Achievement Award, and we were all so inspired by her art
and dedication.

Our fabulous museum garden served as the reception venue for two big
events from the American Dietetic Association and the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association. Members of these two professional groups had
a wonderful time at the museum and enjoyed the beautiful garden. If you know
of any meetings coming to San Diego, consider the garden as a venue.

The Chinese New Year will be early next year, and we are ready to show some
beautiful prints (nianhua # %) for the New Year celebration. Speak of Good
Things: Nianhua and Chinese Folk Tradition will open on January 22nd. Also,
please come and bring your family and friends to the downtown Chinese New
Year Fair on January 28th and 29th. Once again, our annual banquet will be a
highlight for 2012, so please mark your calendar and help us celebrate the arrival
of the Year of the Dragon. The date is set on February 11th, 2012. See you
all there!

Thank you very much,
Lilly Cheng



M U S E U M U P DAT E By Alexander Chuang, Executive Director

The past few months have been filled with events as well
as preparations for the busy season ahead. October was
National Arts and Humanities Month, and the museum
hosted and took part in a wide array of events during the
month of October and beyond. On October 1 the museum
participated in the first annual Fall For the Arts fair. The
event was held at the Broadway Pier to celebrate the first
day of National Arts and Humanities Month and featured
50 arts and cultural organizations. The next day on October
2, the museum partnered with the Center for World Music
to present An Afternoon of Classical Chinese Melodies with
Alexander Khalil. Read more about the concert and the
music of the gugin + %, or silk-stringed zither, on page 5.

As many of you are aware, the museum offers a wide variety
of educational programming for all ages from preschool
through adult audiences. Our programs have received
much praise from teachers and participants and have been
recognized by various institutions and associations. On
October 22, our education coordinator, Alex Stewart, was
invited to speak about the museum and our educational
programming as well as present his original research at the
California World History Association Conference.

The museum has been a supporter of the San Diego Asian
Film Foundation for a number of years, and on October
26, the museum co-presented a screening of Shaolin at
the San Diego Asian Film Festival. The following week on
November 5, the Textile Museum Association traveled to
the museum to view our exhibit, Interwoven Traditions:
Ethnic Minority Costume & Jewelry, tour the museum,
and hear a lecture presented by education coordinator
Alex Stewart.

That same day, several museum staff and board members
attended the 100th anniversary celebration of the Chinese
Consolidated Benevolent Association’s historic building
on Third Avenue. The following day on November 6, the
museum once again participated in the annual Fall Back
Festival presented by the Gaslamp Quarter Historical
Foundation. Read more about the festival on page 6.

COVER CALLIGRAPHER:
Zhao Jie 4 = (1082-1155 C.E.)

Each year the museum holds a Veterans Day Luncheon in
honor of our local Chinese American Veterans. We had an
excellent turnout for our 16th annual luncheon on November
11, and we were pleased to have many different generations
of veterans join us at this year’s event. You can read all about
the events of the day on page 1.

On December 3, the museum welcomed a group of VIP
guests including the Vice Chairman of Overseas Chinese
Affairs Commission, Xue Shenghua fFrf %, and several
officials from the Taipei Economic Office in Los Angeles.
The guests toured the museum, learned about the history of
the Chinese community in San Diego, and enjoyed a light
reception in the museum garden.

Over the past few months, the museum has been very
fortunate to receive many valuable artifact donations. I
would like to thank Paul Duffield and Donna Stadtmore for
donating many pieces from the collection of Donna’s father,
Howard Stadtmore. Dr. Stadtmore was an avid collector and
we are pleased to add these valuable artifacts to the museum
collection. I would also like to thank Fredrick and Deborah
Gerlach and Lia Ying Shen for their artifact donations.
The museum would also like to thank its many generous
benefactors. Donations at all levels are meaningful gifts to
the museum. For a complete list of donations, please see
page 18 of the newsletter.

I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday season, and I look
forward to welcoming you all at the museum in the New Year!
Please be sure to mark your calendars for our many exciting
events in the coming months. Join us on January 14 for a
lecture by education coordinator Alex Stewart, Interweaving
Traditions: A Last Look at the Chinese Minority Costumes
Exhibit. Come back again the next week for the opening of
our new exhibit, Speak of Good Things: Nianhua and Chinese
Folk Tradition, on January 22. Bring the whole family to the
Chinese New Year Food & Cultural Fair on January 28 & 29,
and of course save the date for the highlight of the season,
the museum’s 16th Annual Banquet on February 11 at Pearl
Chinese Cuisine. Xin nian kuai le #7& -8 - AC

Zhao Jie, or the Huizong # = Emperor (r. 1100-1126), is renowned as the best painter and calligrapher of all China’s
emperors and one of the greatest patrons of the arts, but political failings that led to his personal imprisonment and the
eventual fall of the Song Dynasty make him a rather tragic figure. He developed a unique style of calligraphy called “Slender
Gold” & £ %8 because it resembles beautifully twisted gold filament. Huizong was a patron of Daoism as well as the arts,
and he personally wrote the definitive text on Song Dynasty tea ceremony, the Treatise on Tea ~ B % # . An alliance with the
Jin Dynasty of Manchuria against the northwestern Liao Dynasty i # led to his abdication in favor of his son, the Qinzong
4 % Emperor, when the Jin invaded Song China after Liao’s defeat. The capital fell in a subsequent invasion and Huizong,
Qinzong, and the entire imperial court were captured. Although his son escaped to found the Southern Song Dynasty as the

Gaozong Emeror, Huizong died humiliated in Jin captivity.

San Diego Chinese Historical Museum



FLAYING MASTER RONG'S FAVORITE SONG

By Alex Stewart, Museum Staff

In honor of Confucius’ birthday, Alexander Khalil,
Ph.D. performed the great sage’s favorite instrument
in the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Extension on Sunday,
October 2, 2011 in an event co-sponsored by the Center
for World Music. The gugin + %

in the last twelve years. The qin was once a privileged
instrument of the elite, and it would be replaced by
another instrument when used in opera performances
to shield the qin from the vulgar eyes of commoners.
Indeed, its music must be powerful,

or “ancient zither,” is a long, silk-
stringed instrument without
frets, and the ability to play it
was considered one of the four
essential skills of a gentleman
of traditional China. Between
songs, Dr. Khalil, who has studied
under qin masters in China and
teaches at UCSD, revealed the
immense significance of this
instrument, including melodies
and techniques of various pieces
that evoke Confucian ideas or

about to play.

Dr. Khalil tells museum visitors about the song he is

because Dr. Khalil immediately fell
in love with it upon hearing one
performance at SDSU. The English
saying, “To cast pearls before swine”
corresponds to the Chinese saying,
“To play qin for a cow.” Fortunately,
Alex’s commentary between songs
elevated museum listeners above
the ignorance of a bovine audience.

Listening to the qin is an art
in and of itself. Famous stories
record not only the virtuosos who
played the instrument, but also

Daoist imagery.

The ancient Confucian piece,
“Rhapsody on Meeting an
Immortal # A #7)” is a fine
example of how qin music can
express ideological content.
The legendary Emperor Yao
# supposedly composed this
song in gratitude after a spirit
told him how to build dykes
to control a mythical flood in
ancient China. As Confucianism
seeks to maintain balance and
harmony in the world, this piece requires the musician to
play parallel movements on each side of the qin, moving
the hands in a perfectly balanced figure eight.

Confucius often spoke fondly of music, but since he
lived over two thousand years ago, it is impossible to tell
exactly what the music he loved sounded like. Surviving
tablatures explain which finger, moving in which
direction, plucks which string, but they don’t record
the rhythm of the song. Alex regaled the crowd with
many ancient pieces, but one can only wonder what they
sounded like when played by the ancient sages.

The museum was fortunate to host a qin performance
because it has only become widely known and performed
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Dr. Khalil accepts an award from Alex Chuang.

renowned connoisseurs who could
recognize vibrant imagery and
vivid emotion in the subtleties of
the vibrating strings. Zhong Zi Qi
4 5+ ¥, the humble woodcutter, is
perhaps the most famous of these
listeners. He passed the houseboat
of scholar and qin master Yu Bo Ya
# @7 as he was playing qin and
remarked that the sounds reminded
him of towering mountains and
then a rushing stream. Bo Ya was
astounded that a commoner could
instantly recognize the imagery in his songs, “High
Mountains % ' and “Flowing Water 7+ -k ”, and the two
became inseparable. When Zi Qi died many years later,
Bo Ya smashed his qin, saying it was no longer of any use.

In 1977, when the Voyager spacecraft carried recordings
of mankind’s greatest achievements into outer space, a
recording of “Flowing Water /*-k” played on the qin
was the longest musical excerpt included. We can only
hope that it will help our planet find its Zhong Zi Qi
among our interstellar neighbors. - AS



Celebrating Fall with the Fall Back Festival

By Michael Lu, Museum Intern

Although the day had been forecasted for continuous showers,
the wrath of Zeus nevertheless could not have prevented a throng
of people from arriving to the 10th Annual San Diego Fall Back
Festival on November 6th. The historic Gaslamp Quarter (centered
at 4th & Island) was completely overrun with a profusion of various
organizations representing the greater San Diego area. The event
featured demonstrations, entertainment, and food celebrating
“falling back” in time to San Diego during the 1800s. Even as the
weather worsened, families were strolling along and partaking in
the activities that a plethora of booths were exhibiting, including
the San Diego Symphony, which offered a musical petting zoo and
the Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, which touted early Professor Fang-hui Chou, Michael Lu and Mary Anne Lacaman
washing machines and farming equipment. at the Fall Back Festival.

The SDCHM booth was nudged between the San Diego Women’s
Association and the San Diego Archaeological Center, showcasing paper cutouts for the character for “happiness” &,
San Zi Qi = + # (the Chinese equivalent of tic-tac-toe), and having your name written in Chinese calligraphy. The
museum would like to thank Professor Fang-hui Chou and Wenjun Jin for volunteering their time to write calligraphy
and help at the museum’s booth.

Interactions with the kids were enjoyable and heartwarming as they were absorbed with the paper cutouts and
competing against me in San Zi Qi. Some of families that came across our booth hailed from different countries,
particularly Australia and England. Their reasons for coming to the Fall Back Festival ranged from going somewhere
for a good time to being educated on San Diego culture and history.

Even though the majority of the booths towards the end began packing up and closing down due to weather concerns,
the Fall Back Festival was an immense success once again. The entire procession was filled with smiles from parents and
their children as they experienced firsthand the aura and beauty of San Diego and its illustrious antiquity. From my
perspective, it was one of the most delightful and pleasing moments of my life as a San Diegan and I cannot wait until
next year’s festivities to begin. - ML

COMMUNITY OUTREACH REPORT / OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2011

6 San Diego Chinese Historical Museum



A NEW DOMINION OF EMPIRE:
MANCHURIAN ADMINISTRATION OF XINJIANG &, svccscar vuseun sia

For over two millennia, various Chinese dynasties have
struggled to pacify the northern and western frontiers of
the Middle Kingdom. While Han ;# and Tang 2 emperors
launched campaigns through and established military
outposts beyond the Jiayu Pass £.45 B, which traditionally
marked the western boundary of China proper in Gansu 4+ 3
Province, it was only in the Qing Dynasty i §# when imperial
administration exercised firm control over the restive region
between China proper and Central Asia that had long been
rife with warlike nomads and foreign trading caravans. When
the Qing finally defeated the rival powers of this region in
the mid-18th century, the Qing named this region of deserts,
mountains, steppe and scattered oases bounded by Kashgar
in the far west, the Altai Mountains in the north and the
Himalayas in the south, Xinjiang #7$% or “new dominion.”
Although the Qing largely applied traditional Chinese
administrative methods and principles in China proper, they
exploited their cultural similarities with the nomads of these
northern regions in order to control them.

This secular justification for sovereignty was a distinct
departure for emperors who usually represented themselves
as universal and divinely ordained monarchs. The
Manchurian emperors played the role of Son of Heaven
for the Han Chinese, and emperors, from the Qing founder
Nurhaci to the height of the empire under the Qianlong
3z Emperor, represented themselves as the bodhisattva
Manjusri to Tibetans, Mongols, and other Tibetan Buddhists.
In ruling the peoples of Xinjiang, the emperors of the high
Qing preserved and glorified many aspects of Central Asian
pastoralism through ritualized hunting, travel, and exchange
of goods, but they only cautiously tolerated Islam rather than
incorporating it into their ruling ideology.

Historians traditionally have treated the Qing Dynasty as a
continuation of two millennia of Chinese imperial tradition
in which Chinese culture spread outward from the civilizing
center in the Yangzte and Yellow River valleys. But a closer
look at interactions between the Qing and various denizens
of Xinjiang reveals that the Manchurian emperors of the high
Qing engaged with various peoples in culturally contingent
ways that differed from traditional Han Chinese tactics and
actually sought to preserve ethnic differences. The prototypical
Chinese civilizing mission would be gradually accomplished
through ritual exchange of the luxurious fruits of civilization
for tribute goods, women, and/or military assistance. But
the Qing transformed the tribute system and augmented it
with rituals that would incorporate and recognize nomadic
cultures as an integral part of the greater Qing Empire.

Qing emperors combined the forms of authority
traditionally embodied and embraced among steppe peoples
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with traditional Chinese strategies partially because Islamic
justifications for sovereignty would have been problematic.
The strict monotheism of Islam would not have fit well with
the largely polytheistic empire, and the sectarian diversity
within Islam meant that recognizing the wrong sect could
draw the Qing into messy doctrinal disputes. Instead, the
Qing developed culturally determined strategies that proved
to be effective means of administration until Han officials
pursued a policy of assimilation and integration in the latter
half of the 19th century. It is likely no coincidence that this
shift in policy accompanied several insurrections in and
around the Xinjiang region. A balancing act between high
Qing policies of ethnic preservation and religious tolerance
and Han proto-nationalist desires for assimilation as well
as political and economic incorporation set the stage for
minority policy in the Republic of China as well as the
People’s Republic. In short, the high Qing may have been
edging closer to a “modern” multi-ethnic and pseudo-secular
concept of sovereignty just before conservative Han officials
attempted to turn back the clock.

The policies employed in Xinjiang and the longstanding
practice of forbidding Han settlement in the Manchurians’
northeastern homeland fit together into a rhetoric of cultural
sensitivity and preservation, but more pragmatically, these
policies allowed the Manchurian minority to maintain
separate, rival constituencies within its massive pool of
subjects. Anti-miscegenation laws and legally ordained
physical separation of Manchu banner garrisons from the
Han populace sought to maintain the hardy martial culture
of Manchuria that allowed the Qing to conquer the Ming and
expand China’s borders. Preserving the cultures of their fellow
nomads could be seen as an extension of the Qing desire to
preserve military strength on the fringes of its empire and
maintain ethnic identity in the face of the assimilative Han.
Yet, in modifying Chinese rituals of statecraft and creating
new rituals revolving around cultural aspects shared among
Central Asian cultures, the Qing subtly attempted to divorce
Islam from politics to craft a secular means of asserting and
justifying its sovereignty.

Since the initial conquest of Xinjiang, many Han officials
advocated full integration of the region through Han
settlement and Chinese administration, but Qing emperors
appointed Manchu and Mongol officials to oversee locally
recruited officials in this area and strictly limited Han
migration in an attempt to stave off potential ethnic conflicts.
Loyal Mongolian chieftains and others who submitted to Qing
authority in the early days of the Manchus’ rise were given the
hereditary title, jaschak, and allowed substantial autonomy.
Local aristocrats were appointed as officials and given various

Continued on Page 17
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By Patrick Seamus McElhaney, Point Loma High School

Global Alllance China Study Tour

Two facilitators and six participants attended the Global Alliance China Study Tour 2011. I was fortunate to be selected to attend
by the affiliated organization, Association for Preserving the Historical Accuracy of Foreign Invasions of China (APHAFIC). I thank
them sincerely and especially Dr. Nancy Lo, president of APHAFIC for her recommendation of my selection. - PM

The tour consisted of five cities: Harbin ®4 & /%,
Shijiazhuang # %3k, Nanjing = #, Beijing # 3%, and
Shanghai ! /. We began in Northern China in the city
of Harbin, arriving separately on

the greater metropolitan area, and is located 900 miles
southwest of Harbin and about 200 miles south of Beijing.
Shijiazhuang was the location of a strong Japanese presence

July 9 around 9:00 pm China time.
I experienced a bit of culture shock
as I had no Chinese language skills,
but all that changed when the group
arrived. At 8:00 am, I went down to
breakfast and met the group. Group
members included the director and
president of Global Alliance Peter
Stanek, his wife Jean; two female
college  student/teachers  from
San Francisco, Endora and Perla;
Chinese language teacher Emily;
English teacher Steve Wong; and a
Chinese American UCSD student
named Brian Chu.

Webegan our tour of Harbin with a
visit to the Unit 731 Museum, where
Japanese researchers performed
a whole host of experiments on
Chinese Communists and civilians.
Their work was incredibly barbaric
and brutal. The Japanese Army
set up a huge compound with
hundreds of buildings and prison
areas equipped with laboratories
where they used human subjects to
study the possibility of biological
weapons. Later these weapons where
used against the Chinese population
during their resistance efforts against the Japanese.

This museum is a testament to the capacity humans have
to inflict cruelty in a scientific manner, scientific method
applied to war and destruction of human life. The Chinese
have documented a hundred or more locations where
Japanese used these weapons in the war on Chinese military
and civilian populations. The Chinese still occasionally find
the remnants of unexploded ordnance in various regions of
the country.

Next, the group flew to Shijiazhuang, which has a
population of nine million in the city and 20 million in

e
54 bt

McElhaney.

Visiting the Great Wall: (left to right) Perla, Emily, Brian
Chu and Patrick McElhaney. Photo courtesy of Patrick

Patrick (in the back row) with the rest of China Study Tour
group, Peter Stanek, President of Global Alliance (second
from left) and Jean Been Chen (fourth from left). Photo
Courtesy of the Global Alliance.

and much fighting during the
war, and the CCP was very active
fighting the Japanese in this region
of Northeast Central China. We
saw a giant park/cemetery called
the Martyr’s Monument. It is a
monument to the members of the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
who died in the war against the
Japanese and subsequent civil war.
This huge park has giant buildings
nearby and is surrounded by a wall.
There are two massive sculptures
hundreds of feet high, made of
stone, and depicting fierce patriotic/
military themes of World War II and
the Chinese Civil War: uniforms,
weapons, and fierce depiction of
struggle. The propaganda of this
depiction and glorification of the
struggle reminded me of the Iwo
Jima sculpture in Arlington. The
inscription on the sculpture reads,
“Sacrifice for your country, and
you will never be forgotten. The
martyrs of the revolution will never
be forgotten.” It seems there were
mass graves here. No headstones
or graves were marked. We also
participated in lectures regarding
forced labor. This was very informative.

Outside of Shijiazhuang, we visited the village of Meihua
1 =& to see a museum. The drive took us through the
countryside, which did not have one inch of unused land.
The space was filled with tons of agriculture and even a
nuclear power plant. In the village there is a museum that
shows the horrible atrocities the Japanese perpetrated in the
town. Basically, the Japanese invaded central China, moving
south from Manchuria through Beijing, and eventually to
Shijiazhuang. Both Nationalist and Communist forces had
been fighting near Meihua, and they killed a number of

Continued on Page 13
San Diego Chinese Historical Museum



C U RATO R’s Co R N E R By Murray K. Lee, Curator of Chinese American History

1

Asian Pacific Historic District photo exhibit in

the CCBA building anniversary celebration

Murray Lee presents C.C. Yin with the book, In
Search of Gold Mountain, at the APAPA event.

On October 16, I hung the Asian Pacific Historic District
exhibit at the historic Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Association (CCBA) building to be part of the 100th
anniversary celebration. This exhibit had been hanging in the
Horton Grand Hotel for about seven years and was recently
removed at the management’s request.

On October 24, many members of the Asian community
attended the Asian Film Festival. A few days later on October
27, Gladys and T went to Santa Margarita Ranch in Camp
Pendleton, which is where the Chinese cook, Sing Yung,
dedicated his 50-year career to the Baumgartner family. A
photo of Sing Yung was part of an historical display at the
ranch. (See the story in my book on p. 193)

On November 5, the CCBA celebrated the 100th anniversary
of its historic building at 428 Third Ave. The street was
closed off and filled with chairs for the guests, a large part of
whom were seniors. The Lucky Lion Dancers performed, VIPs
and past presidents were introduced, speeches were made, a
ribbon was cut, balloons popped instead of firecrackers, and
dim sum was served in the Senior Garden.

On November 7, the Asian Business Association (ABA) held
its annual dinner at Paradise Point in Mission Bay. Tom Hom
was honored and inducted into the ABA’s “Hall of Fame.”

On November 11, the annual Veterans Day luncheon was
held at the museum. I gave a short presentation about the
Chinese who were recruited in the 1930s by the US Navy’s
Yangtze River Patrol and Asiatic Fleet. In the audience we
were fortunate to have John Howo whose father was one of
those recruits. (See complete story on p. 328 of my book)
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CCBA Board of Directors at the building’s 100th

Tom Hom and Lee Ann Kim at the ABA dinner

| ~

Murray Lee with American Legion National
Commander Fang A. Wong and his wife, Barbara

On December 4, the San Diego Chapter of the Asian Pacific
Islander American Public Affairs Association (APAPA) was
formed. Ron Cho is the President; Lilly Cheng, Chair; and
Tom Hom, Honorary Chair. Mark Wyland was the keynote
speaker, assemblymen Jim Nielsen and Mike Eng, Coronado
Mayor Casey Tanaka, County Supervisor Ron Roberts, and
Tom Hom all spoke. C.C Yin, “the Asian Mr. McDonald’s”
and one of the founders of the APAPA, was introduced and
spoke of the goals of the organization.

On December 11, I attended the Holiday Banquet of the
Hong Kong Association of Southern California at Jasmine
Restaurant. The grand prize was a roundtrip ticket to
Hong Kong.

On December 15, Gladys and I, at the invitation of Donald
Ko, attended a lunch reception at San Diego Post 310 for Fang
A. Wong, the National Commander of the American Legion.
He immigrated from Canton as a 12-year-old, attended New
York schools, was naturalized in 1963, volunteered for the US
Army, and served in Europe and Vietnam. He has a BA from
New York Institute of Technology and an MA in management
from Central Michigan University. He was elected National
Commander in September of this year. How he came to join
the American Legion, according to Wong, began 50 years ago
when he was in school and given an American Legion School
Award medal by Lt. B.R Kimlau of 